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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, UR, US, CCD 

SUBJECT: US-USSR CHEMICAL WEAPONS NEGOTIATIONS, ROUND 
EIGHT: THIRD PLENARY MEETING, AUGUST 29, 1978 

REF: STATE 197704 

CW MESSAGE NO. 10 

1 . SUMMARY. THIRD PLENARY MEETING OF ROUND EIGHT WAS 
HELD AUGUST 29, 1978. SOVIET DEL HEAD (AMB. V.I. LIKHAT- 
CHEV) PRESENTED PREPARED STATEMENT IN WHICH HE REJECTED 
US PROPOSALS FOR DECLARATION AND ON-SITE INSPECTION OF 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS PRODUCTION FACILITIES. HE EXPLAINED 
SOVIET COUNTER-PROPOSAL FOR DECLARATION OF ' PRODUCTION 
CAPABILITIES" (NOW REFERRED TO BY SOVIETS AS "PRODUCTION 
CAPACITIES"). LIKHATCHEV ALSO REJECTED US PROPOSAL THAT 
SUPER-TOXIC CHEMICALS FOR PROTECTIVE PURPOSES BE PRODUCED 
AT A SINGLE LOCATION. HE REITERATED SOVIET POSITION THAT 
ON-SITE INSPECTIONS MUST BE ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS. STATE- 
MENT ALSO TOUCHED BRIEFLY ON IRRITANTS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. THIRD PLENARY MEETING OF ROUND EIGHT WAS HELD TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON, AUGUST 29, 1978 AT SOVIET REQUEST IN PLACE OF 
SCHEDULED DRAFTING GROUP MEETING. SOVIET DEL HEAD, AMB. 
V.I. LIKHATCHEV, PRESENTED PREPARED STATEMENT DEALING 
WITH: (A) DECLARATION OF "CAPACITY" FOR CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
PRODUCTION, (B) IRRITANTS, AND (C) US PROPOSAL THAT SUPER- 
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TOXIC CHEMICALS FOR PROTECTIVE PURPOSES BE PRODUCED AT A 
SINGLE SITE. SALIENT POINTS ARE NOTED BELOW. 

3. DECLARATION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS PRODUCTION "CAPACITY". 

A. LIKHATCHEV BEGAN BY STATING THAT DECLARATIONS CONNEC- 
TED WITH CHEMICAL WEAPONS PRODUCTION AND VERIFICATION ARE 
CLOSELY CONNECTED. THE USSR BELIEVES, HOWEVER, THAT 

THE DECLARATION OF FACILITIES FOR THE PRODUCTION OF SUCH 
WEAPONS IS NOT CALLED FOR BY THE NEEDS OF VERIFYING THE 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE CONVENTION." LIKHATCHEV REAFFIRMED 
SOVIET READINESS TO DECLARE PRODUCTION "CAPACITIES" FOR 
SPECIFIC CHEMICALS AND TO A GREF. TO TIME LIMITS FOR SUCH 
DECLARATIONS. (COMMENT: RUSSIAN WORD IS "MOSHCHNOST", 
WHICH CAN BE TRANSLATED EITHER AS "CAPABILITY" OR "CAPA- 
CITY”. IN PAST ROUNDS, THE SOVIETS USED BOTH TRANSLATIONS 
ALTHOUGH "CAPABILITY" WAS USED MORE FREQUENTLY. END 
COMMENT.) 

B. IN RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS US REQUESTS (REFTEL) LIKHAT- 
CHEV EXPLAINED THAT "DECLARATION OF CAPACITIES" MEANT 
DECLARATION OF AGGREGATE QUANTITIES OF POSIBLE ANNUAL 
PRODUCTION OF CHEMICAL AGENTS WITHOUT INDICATING LOCA- 
TIONS. HE THEN LAUNCHED INTO ELEMENTARY EXPLANATION OF 
HOW ANNUAL PRODUCTION CAPACITY IS USUALLY CALCULATED 
(DAILY PRODUCTION MULTIPLIED BY NUMBER OF DAYS MINUS RE- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 GENEVA 13187 0 1 OF 02 311 207Z 

PAIR TIME, SUMMED OVER THE ENTIRE COUNTRY). LIKHATCHEV 
JUSTIFIED SOVIET REFUSAL TO DECLARE LOCATIONS BY ARGU- 
MENT THAT OVERALL PRODUCTION CAPACITY IS A MUCH MORE IM- 
PORTANT FACTOR IN A COUNTRY'S CW POTENTIAL THAN IS LOCA- 
TION OR THE CAPACITY OF INDIVIDUAL PLANTS. 

C. IN CONCLUSION, LIKHATCHEV REITERATED THAT THE USSR 
"CANNOT ACCEPT THE US PROPOSAL ON THE DECLARATION OF 
FACILITIES AND THE CARRYING OUT OF MANDATORY INTERNATIONAL 
VERIFICATION OF THE DESTRUCTION OR DISMANTLING OF ENTER- 
PRISES AT WHICH CW WERE PRODUCED." HE SAID THE SOVIET 

SIDE HAD EXPLAINED THE REASONS FOR THIS POSITION IN PRE- 
VIOUS ROUNDS. 

4. IRRITANTS. 

TURNING BRIEFLY TO IRRITANTS, LIKHATCHEV NOTED PREVIOUS 
US STATEMENT THAT "THE US WOULD DEVELOP, PRODUCE, OR 
STOCKPILE SUCH CHEMICAL S ONLY FOR USE FOR DOMESTIC RIOT 
CONTROL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES, FOR PROTECTIVE PUR- 
POSES OR FOR USE IN DEFENSIVE MILITARY MODES", WHICH WERE 
SPECIFIED WHEN THE US RATIFIED THE GENEVA PROTOCOL. HE 
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STATED THAT ANY EXCLUSION OF IRRITANTS FROM THE CONVEN- 
TION MUST APPLY EQUALLY TO ALL PARTIES. HE ALSO PROPOSED 
THAT PARTIES PERIODICALLY DECLARE TYPES AND QUANTITIES 
OF IRRITANTS FOR PERMITTED PURPOSES. (COMMENT. US HAD 
PREVIOUSLY MADE A SIMILAR PROPOSAL FOR DECLARATION OF 
IRRITANTS. END COMMENT.) 

5. SINGLE PRODUCTION FACILITY FOR SUPER-TOXIC CHEMICALS 
FOR PROTECTIVE PURPOSES. 

A. LIKHATCHEV REJECTED THE US PROPOSAL THAT ALL PRODUC- 
TION OF SUPER-TOXIC CHEMICALS FOR PROTECTIVE PURPOSES BE 
CONDUCTED AT A SINGLE LOCATION. HE ARGUED THAT TO DO 
SO WOULD BE TOO EXPENSIVE AND TOO COMPLEX TECHNICALLY. 
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B. WITH RESPECT TO VERIFICATION IN THIS AREA, LIKHATCHEV 
STATED THAT "INTERNATIONAL VERIFICATION OF INSTALLATIONS 
FOR THE PRODUCTION OF THESE CHEMICALS LOSES ITS MEANING 
BECAUSE OF THE INSIGNIFICANCE OF THE AMOUNTS." 

6. ON-SITE INSPECTIONS. 

LIKHATCHEV REITERATED SOVIET POSITION "OF PRINCIPLE" BY 
SAYING THAT "THE SOVIET SIDE CONTINUES TO PROCEED FROM 
ITS PROPOSAL THAT THE MAIN FORM OF INTERNATIONAL CONTROL 
MUST BE THE CARRYING OUT OF ON-SITE INSPECTIONS ON A VOL- 
UNTARY BASIS.” 

7. LIKHATCHEV CONCLUDED BY STATING THAT THE USSR HOPED 
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THE US WOULD RECEIVE THE SOVIET VIEWS "WITH UNDERSTANDING" 

AND WILL ASSIST IN FINDING MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTIONS. 

8. AT USDEL REQUEST DRAFTING GROUP MEETING PREVIOUSLY 
SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, HAS BEEN POSTPONED 
AND A PLENARY MEETING SCHEDULED IN ITS STEAD DURING WHICH 
USDEL INTENDS TO RESPOND TO SOVIET STATEMENT. VANDEN 
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